LICENSING AND ATTRIBUTING
Intellectual property is no joke, and when you are using someone else’s material for producing your
own work, some precautions are necessary.
Authors of photographs, graphic vectors, fonts, software, and so on, usually want their talent to be
recognized and valued: hence, they will seek to acquire a right of intellectual property on it. This is
done in order to prevent others from using the material without crediting it and/or paying a fee to its
author. Breaching the author’s copyrights by not appropriately crediting the author in your work, by
using materials or software without permission is an offense.
Some authors, however, will choose to give people the right to share, use, build upon, and make it
available for public use without requiring an attribution to themselves.
Creative Commons (CC) is a Mountain View non-profit organization that helps “legally share
knowledge and creativity to build a more equitable, accessible, and innovative world”. They release
public copyright licenses known as “Creative Commons licenses” that enable the free distribution
of an otherwise copyrighted work. Creative Commons provides authors with a great flexibility, and
there are different types of CC Licenses:
License

Description

CC0 (Public Domain)

Free content worldwide with no restrictions.

CC BY

Free content, only requires attribution in the manner specified by the author.

CC BY-SA

Free content that requires attribution and that copies or adaptations of the work
to be released under the same or similar license as the original.

CC BY-NC

Free content that requires attribution in the manner specified by the author and
cannot be used for commercial purposes.

CC BY-ND

Free content that requires attribution and only permits verbatim copies of the
work, not derivative works and remixes based on it.

CC BY-NC-SA

Free content that requires attribution, that copies or adaptations of the work to
be released under the same or similar license as the original, and cannot be
used for commercial purposes.

CC BY-NC-ND

Free content that requires attribution in the manner specified by the author, only
permits verbatim copies of the work, and cannot be used for commercial
purposes.

The concept for software licenses is much alike. Developing fully-functional software or
applications requires a lot of work and authors will want this amount of work to be valued and will
seek to acquire intellectual property rights on it. This does not apply only to the redistribution or
sale, but to all of its usage: you cannot create content with software you are not entitled to use.
Similarly, certain software developers will opt for an open source license, meaning that they
intend their software to be used, modified and redistributed with no restrictions. Open-source
licensed software is mostly available free of charge, though this does not necessarily have to be
the case. Licenses which only permit non-commercial redistribution or modification of the source
code for personal use only are generally not considered as open-source licenses.
Always check the licensing conditions for the materials you choose to work with. You are
responsible for the work you present and the attributions you make, therefore, you will also be
responsible in case of copyright infringement.

